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Dreamland & Round Valley Skate Park Project
Imagine the Future

by Jenn Procacci

Last Monday, July 29th, the Round Valley
Skate Park Project held a community m A ” K Yo u
meeting at the Library Commons to

brainstorm with Dreamland, an \ /

Oregon-based company of architects, N\ , , s D gs AM LA” D
skateboarders and concrete workers who '\’:'\ ’ e -

design and build skateparks. Dreamland Wy e | ————

has built countless skateparks all over the
United States and even internationally.

-
e

The community meeting consisted of a
mingling of community members and the
Dreamland team, followed by a
presentation by Danyel Scott, co-owner
and head of business administration. Scott
emphasized Dreamland’s commitment to
honoring the community's vision, with
everyone getting the opportunity to
express their ideas and give their input.

Dreamland’s parks are known for their skateable art elements, as well as incorporating a variety of terrain that
can accommodate a skater as their abilities grow. Due to the high water table on the valley floor, it is likely that
the Round Valley Skate Park will be above ground. Various shade elements, such as trees and possibly a roof,
were also discussed.

Round Valley Skate Park Project is set to enter Phase 1 with Dreamland; the execution of a skatepark by
Dreamland is a 3 phase system, with phase 1 being the design phase. RVSPP hopes to complete the entire
skatepark project through Dreamland, a decision that will be determined in part by the total cost of the project.
Once the cost of a project reaches $600k, the project becomes a public entity, and RVSPP would be required to
get multiple bids on the project. Once the RVSPP has a design and architectural plans from Dreamland, it will
open the door for the RVSPP to apply for additional grants and funding to commence the construction of the
skate park.

RVSPP continues to hold their popular skate nights at the Rec center, thanks to the support of The Lions Club

and The Round Valley Indian Health Center. The events, which are held every month, feature a free skateboard
raffle. Safety equipment such as elbow/knee pads and helmets are also provided for use free of charge.

H au au o nn Next week is the last edition of The Round Valley

Reader for now... so make sure to get your

Future ideas, general comments or requests in to us at coveloarts@gmail.com before then! The Round Valley
Reader has been a year long journalism and creative writing project that has endeavored to engage our
community it examining our past, exploring our present, and imagining our limitless future.
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Covelo Students and Teacher Revolutionize Construction &
Invent Eco-Friendly, Fire-Retardant Material

Imagined by Michelle Pefialoza
August 3rd, 2040

In a remarkable story of innovation and collaboration, a high school science teacher and her students in Covelo,
California, have invented a groundbreaking fire retardant and cooling building material that is set to transform
the construction industry. Named ThermoShield, this material is made from local drought-tolerant plants, such
as star thistle, and offers exceptional fire resistance and thermal insulation.

Emily Tran moved to Covelo five years ago, initially working as a substitute teacher at Round Valley High School.
Her passion for science and education soon led to a full-time position teaching chemistry and environmental
science. Recognizing the potential for real-world applications of classroom learning, Tran encouraged her
students to explore innovative solutions to local challenges, such as the threat of wildfires and the need for
energy-efficient building materials.

The inspiration for ThermoShield emerged during a class project on sustainable materials, which was further
enriched by the students' involvement with the Eel River Recovery Project. This local initiative educated them on
the environmental benefits of native plants, particularly how willow trees are used to prevent erosion along
riverbanks. This sparked the idea among Tran’s students to consider how other plants might offer solutions for
the climate crisis, especially in contending with wildfires. The class focused on star thistle, a pervasive and
resilient weed known for its fibrous structure and heat-resistant properties, as a primary component for their
project.

With support from the school administration and community via a Community Foundation grant as well as a
few local fundraising events such as Covelo Karaoke Showdown, an EcoVac Car Wash day, and a Wheels N’Reels
Drive-In Night, Tran and her students transformed their classroom into a makeshift laboratory, experimenting
with different plant-based composites, eventually developing a material that combined star thistle with other
local plants and natural resins. The resulting ThermoShield material demonstrated remarkable fire-retardant
qualities and excellent thermal insulation.

The project quickly garnered attention, leading to a partnership with the University of California, Berkeley.
There, the material underwent rigorous testing, confirming its effectiveness and environmental benefits. The
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire) approved ThermoShield for use in
construction, recognizing its potential to enhance fire safety and energy efficiency.

The success of ThermoShield has had a transformative effect on Covelo, turning the small town into a center of
innovation and sustainability. The production facility was established by the RVIT at the Round Valley Business
Park to manufacture ThermoShield and has created numerous jobs, revitalizing the local economy and
providing students with opportunities to pursue careers in science and technology. T

hermoShield's adoption seems as though it will rapidly expand beyond Covelo and California. Construction
companies across the United States and abroad are clamoring for the material for its eco-friendly properties and
superior performance. Cities prone to wildfires and extreme temperatures, such as Los Angeles, and Phoenix,
hope to incorporate ThermoShield into new building projects.

The story of ThermoShield is a testament to the power of education, collaboration, and community-driven
innovation. From the classroom of Round Valley High School in Covelo, California, this pioneering material is
now setting new standards in the construction industry worldwide, illustrating how creativity and teamwork can
overcome challenges and bulld a better future for all.
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THE ROUND VALLEY NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS

Lincoln Verdict In

Jury Acquits on lst & 2nd Degree Murder;
Hung 10-2 on Mans]aughter Charges

by Nicholas Wilson

(Excerpted from The Albion
Monitor, a digital-only
publication on the World-
Wide Web. You can access
more articles by Nicholas
providing more in-depth
coverage of the entire trial at:
www.monitor.net/monitor.)

On the four major counts
against Lincoln (first degree
murder, second degree
murder, attempted 1st degree
murder, attempted 2nd
degree murder) the jury
found NOT GUILTY. The
jury deadlocked 10-2 on
manslaughter charges.

The same jury will begin
a new phase of the trial this
coming Monday, Sept. 29;
considering issues withheld
from them until now.
[Lincoln’s posession of an
illegal firearm, posession of
a stolen firearm, and being
a convicted felon in
posession of a firearm and
ammunition.)

[Judge Golden has
already announced that it will
take “about three weeks” to
seat a new jury to re-consider
the manslaughter charges —
it is not yet known who will
prosecute the case for
Mendocino County.]

[Also on Monday,
Golden will hear a report
from the probation
department, and re-consider
the amount of Lincoln’s bail.
Currently, he is out of jail on
$50,000 bail.]

Bear Lincoln, a Wailaki
Indian who claims deputy
sheriffs ambushed him and
murdered his friend Leonard
“Acorn” Peters, was charged
with murder of a deputy
sheriff who died in the same
incident.

The case has been called
the most politically charged
trial in decades because it
involves the murder of a
Mendocino County law
enforcement  officer—

juxtaposed by charges of
anti-Indian racism on the part
of the sheriff’s department
and the district attorney.

Bear avoided capture for
four months because he

expected he would be killed
immediately if he tried to
surrender to Mendocino
county deputies. He was
featured on “America’s Most
Wanted” TV program, and

Governor Pete Wilson
offered a $100,000 reward
for his arrest and conviction.

He turned himself in
over two years ago at the
San Francisco law office of
famed defense attorney J.
Tony Serra, who is
defending Lincoln free of
charge, together with court-
appointed co-counsel Philip
DeJong of Ukiah.

Lincoln’s Testimony:
P ]
Bear testified that as he and
Acorn walked up a dirt road
on the Round Valley Indian
Reservation the night of
April 14, 1995, Acorn was
shot down without warning
in a sudden barrage of
gunfire. (The deputies
mistook Acorn for his
brother, who was the
suspect in a killing earlier
that evening.) Bear testified

that he couldn’t see who was

shooting from the darkness,
but returned fire blindly in

self-defense as he jumped

off the side of the road, then

ran for his life down a brush-

covered hillside, thinking he

was being followed and

would be killed next.

After hiding a few
minutes all was quiet.
Worried about his friend,
Bear made his way back up
to the road some 30 yards
from the shooting scene, but
was again shot at in a blaze
of automatic weapons fire.
He fired his single
remaining bullet in self-
defense before jumping
back off the road and
running a half-mile to warn
his mother and family
members to flee because he
thought they too were in
danger of being killed.

Later he learned the
unseen persons shooting at
him were sheriff’s deputies,
and one of them was dead.
He had “no idea” it was
police shooting at him. He
never saw them, and “still
doesn’t believe” one of his
bullets killed the deputy.

The dead deputy’s
partner was firing an M-16
military assault weapon on
full automatic, and the
partner testified he fell when
he fired the first burst from
the weapon, raising the
possibility he accidentally
shot the other deputy. Only

tiny fragments of the lethal
bullet were recovered, and
they don’t provide any proof
of whose gun fired the bullet.

Official Coverup?

——
The surviving deputy at first
told investigators that Acorn
fired first at the officers, then
they returned fire, killing
him. He was positive he had
seen only one man, Acorn,
at first.

He changed his story a
few days later when tests
proved Acorn’s rifle had not
been fired. Now he said he
had seen two men at first and
it looked to him like Acorn
fired first.

The prosecutor could
only argue that it was really
Bear who fired first, making
him to blame for everything
that followed.

The Trail of Blood

Mendocino County deputy
sheriff Mark Vanoni was the
one who, the day after the
shootings, found a trail of
blood spots leading down
Little Valley Road. The
defense called him to the
witness stand August 28.

Vanoni was assigned to
the security detail at the
hilltop crime scene the day
after the shootings.

A Humboldt County
deputy pointed out to Vanoni
what appeared to be a blood
spot about 15 yards down the
hill from the red pickup. On
looking around, Vanoni
found more blood drops, a
.223 casing, and a bullet
strike on a tree 10 ft. from
that.

He radioed Detective
Roy Gourley about his
findings immediately.
Gourley asked him to
continue following the blood
drops and make note of the
other items to show
Detective Paul Lozada.

He followed a trail of
blood drops down the road,
and called for a dog to assist.
The blood drops were spots
darker than the surrounding
soil; they were dry, soaked
into the soil, and between
half and three-quarters of an
inch in diameter. The

—continued, Page 5

Covelo Comments

AKM Consulting
Engineering has been
retained by the Federal
Highway Administration
to evaluate what the traffic
demand would be if the
Mendocino Pass Road
were paved between
Covelo and Elk Creek.
The Forest Highway
Program is administered
by a three-agency group
made up of reps from the
Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA),
the California Dept. of
Transportation (CalTrans),
and the US Forest Service.
This federal program
evaluates and then funds
highways designated for
reconstruction by the
program agencies; the
routes selected are those
which serve both the
national forests and the
State (or counties where
appropriate,) and have the
greatest demonstrated
need for improvement.
Apparently, one route
being considered for
inclusion in this Forest
Highway Program is the
Mendocino Pass Road
(Forest Highway 7.)
Does this mean that
there might be funds
finally available to fix the
two wash-outs on 162
between Covelo and 101?
If something isn’t done
soon, we’ll be looking at
having to shop in the
Central Valley. . . .
If you have comments
or questions about this
project, there will be a
public  meeting on
Wednesday, October 8, 1997
at 7pm at the Legion Hall.

by Cindy Swan, Editor

®

Another public meeting
of note: Mark your
calendar for Thursday,
October 2, at 7pm at the

Legion Hall. Madelyn
Holtcamp, of the
Mendocino County

Economic Development
Corporation will be in
Round Valley to explain
the goals of this new
group, and help the
community complete its
“Community  Action
Plan.”
“An action plan is like
a business plan for the
community,” she explained.
“Once Covelo sets its
goals, then we can begin
working toward achieving
them.”
Creating new jobs is a
priority for this group, and
Holtcamp has over 20 years
experience in the county
creating and advising many
successful start-ups.
The good news is,

unlike many ‘““economic

development specialists,”

she actually has personal
experience starting up
several businesses in this

county, and is more of an
entrepreneur than a
bureaucrat. For more
information about this
meeting, you can speak
with Floyd Barney locally
or call Madelyn in Ukiah
at 462-2353.

®

Is the Henley Oak really
the valley’s largest?
Inquiring minds want to

continued page 5

Under New Management
Same Great Food!

Sunday hours: 11am-spm
tfon-Sat hours: 11am-9pm
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Know. I’ve been
approached by several who
mention various other trees
which they state are even
bigger than the Henley
Oak! And how is such a
determination made, anyway?

To that end, The
NEWS proposes this:
Measure the circumference
(around the base, at a
height of three feet off the
ground,) of your favorite
valley oak. Send your
measurement to us, along
with a map of where the
tree can be found. The
NEWS  will verify
measurements, photograph
your entry, and present a
gallery of the biggest in a
future issue. Even if your
tree doesn’t beat the
Henley oak, there’s
something right about
honoring ALL the ancient

ones.

Pat McCurley is working
with the Tribal Tech Prep
Program, and has now

taken on providing support
for the 41 local tribal youth
currently enrolled at
Mendocino College! To
that end, she’s built a
bridge with the campus
Native American Outreach
Coordinator, spends a
couple days each week
utilizing the resources of
his office, and works
tirelessly as an advocate for
our local students at the
Ukiah MC campus —
coordinating everything

from rides, childcare,
pA:' financial aid, class
selection, filling out
pA: ' paperwork, — “whatever it
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takes” to help assure
success in their endeavors
to further their education
and learn new skills.

She’s very enthusiastic
about the Native American
Club on campus, which
meets Tuesdays at 12:30,
usually in room 1240.
Contact her on campus at
468-3015, or 468-3110 for
more information.
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Learn to count in
Wailaki! See page six.
This was rescued from a
monograph published in
1932 by the University of
California Publications in

@ Covelo Comments

continued from page 3

American Archeology and
Ethnology, Vol 33, No.l.
Where are the other 32
volumes? All I have is a
faded Xerox of a Xerox
made at least 20 years ago,
about an inch-thick stack
of crookedly copied pages.

But does anyone know
how to count in Yuki?
Interestingly, the Wailaki
counted by fives — while
their neighbors counted by
tens.

Of course, “Wailaki”
(meaning: North Language) is
the Wintun name for the
Kenesti, “Yuki” (meaning:
Stranger) is the Kenesti
catch-all term for the very
distinct triblets they
discovered Round Valley ,
and in the hills to the south
and east.

So it wasn’t the
European who introduced
emnity to Round Valley.
Differences and separations
are as old as the language,
as old as the land. Yet early
anthropologists also noted
that Yuki women were ““the
mate of first choice™ for
Wailaki men. Another
case of how opposites
attract?

There are those who
wonder why I publish
these musty old things,
written long before many
of us were born. There is
a value to knowing local
creation stories, where
dances came from, how
children were taught the
ways of the world.

Names of places, or
even individual words for
things in indigenous
languages often, just in the
sound that they make as
the words are carried in the
air, seem to say so much
more than our current
language could ever imply.
Example: the Witukom’nom
name for the bird we now
call *“killdeer” is

pronounced “nik—Teeel.”
Which, if you know the
bird, is exactly the call you
hear them making at dusk

I

Facts attributed to have
impact on Lincoln Verdict

continued from Page 3

spacing between them was
15-20 ft. at start of trail, and
the spacing was regular
within plus or minus about
five ft.

The blood drops were
down the middle of the road
where it was straight, but
veered to the inside of turns,
suggesting a runner cutting
corners.

In most areas, the drops =2

were between where tire
tracks would run. Vanoni
didn’t count the blood drops,
and couldn’t estimate the
number, but probably it was
more than 20. Approximate
distance from the first drop
to the last one near the gate
to the Lincoln compound
was, guessing, a half-mile.
(It would later be measured
at one-fifth mile.) The shape
of the blood drops varied
from round to oblong; some
had speckling around one side,

Under brief cross-
qxaminalion by Williams,
VYanoni said the weather was
cloudy, cold, drizzling
intermittently and “trying to
snow.” He was there until
close to 9 PM. By the time
he saw the blood drops, a
number of vehicles had
driven through to Little
Valley. He suspected the
spots were blood, but didn’t
know that for sure. He had
been on scene for many
hours before the spots were
pointed out by a Humboldt
County officer.

In a very short redirect
examination, DeJong then
asked if, when he called
Gourley, he also reported the
shell casing and bullet-struck
tree. Yes, said Vanoni, and
there were also the
Humboldt Deputy who
spotted the blood and two
other Humboldt deputies
who saw it. When some
Ukiah officers arrived,
Vanoni showed them the

Lincoln’s cabin.

blood trail and advised them
to avoid driving over it.

After the Labor Day
holiday weekend on Tuesday
Sept. 2, the morning session
was closed to the public, the
media, and the jury.

Peters’ gun not fired

Wahen the jury came in at.the

start of the afternoon session,
Judge Golden informed
them it had been stipulated
that Leonard Peters’ rifle was
not fired the evening of the
shootings.

He explained that
therefore they are required
by law to accept that fact as
conclusively proven.

DNA Testing rules
out all but Davis

A key defense witness came
next. Under questioning by
Phil DeJong, Joyce Pardo
said she was employed as a
criminalist by the California
Department of Justice crime
lab at Berkeley. She is a full
time DNA analyst. In June
1996 she was asked to
analyze some blood and soil
samples for DNA content,
and then to compare them.

Joyce Pardo , a criminalist by the California Department of Justice
crime lab at Berkeley. She is a full time DNA analyst. Pardo testified
that she was able to rule out everyone but Office Bob Davis as a
possible contributor to the “Trail of Blood Drops” which led toward

—Drawing by Paulette Frankl

Blood samples came
from Bear Lincoln, Leonard
Peters, Arylis Peters, deputy
Bob Davis, and deputy
Dennis Miller. She was able
to eliminate four of the five
as contributing to the soil
blood sample.

She tested two genetic
markers (gene forms called
by Blood DNA Expert
“alleles”) within the DNA of
the samples. She was able to
rule out everyone but Bob

Davis as possible contributors
to the soil blood sample.

A  ‘“frequency of
occurrence” database for the
same two blood markers in the
general population indicates
that for Caucasians, this
combination would be found
in 1 out of approximately 690
persons.For Hispanics, it
would be approximately 1 out
of 1100 persons. For African
Americans, approximately 1
out of 1600. For Native
Americans, she looked in
databases of several different
tribal groups in the U.S. and
Canada. The type found in the
first marker in the soil blood
spot is “fairly rare” in Native
Americans.

Ms. Pardo was excused
without  any  cross-
examination.

The Albion Monitor

Where else can you read transcripts of the Prosecution’s

entire cross-examination of Bear Lincoln?

Www.monltor.net/monitor
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