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Covelo Youth Shine at North Coast Junior Meat Goat Show 
 
Written by Michelle Peñaloza, Pictures Courtesy of Deborah Bauer 

The North Coast Junior Meat Goat Show at the Redwood Empire 
Fairgrounds in Ukiah celebrated its 20th anniversary on June 1, bringing 
together young agricultural enthusiasts from Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) and 4-H clubs. The show, initiated in 2004, aims to promote ethics, 
education, and show experience for meat goat projects. 
 This year's event saw enthusiastic participation from local youth, 
including FFA members Bryanna Bowes and Abram Carrillo, as well as 4-H 
members Adrian Davila, Tanner Davila, and Flint Davidson. Bryanna, 
Abram, Tanner, and Adrian showcased their goats in the market, 
showmanship, and born-and-raised classes. Flint played a crucial support 
role, helping with ribbon distribution, setup, and cleanup, while also 
observing and learning from the proceedings.  

Deborah Bauer, the Round Valley 4-H meat goat project leader, has 
hosted the show for 17 of its 20 years. She emphasized the value of goats as 
an entry point for market projects, noting, "Goats are a good first market 
project as the time the kids have them is shorter than some, and the costs are 
less than most. Choosing a market project is up to the individual. Market 
projects at the Redwood Empire Fair are rabbit pens, chicken pens, turkey, 
market goat, lambs, hogs, and steers." Reflecting on the show's origins, Bauer 
shared, "Cathryn Ackley, the then Ag teacher at Willits High School, started 
it in 2004. My friend Shanna Geiger Braught and I took it on when Ms. 
Ackley moved on, maybe the third year. We ran it together until four years 
ago when she moved. Lisa Foster of Ukiah and I have kept it going since, 
except for the Covid year." Bauer highlighted the educational focus of the 
event, stating, "The main purpose of the show was to give show experience 
to youth and teach them about raising and showing meat goats. We also 
stressed ethical standards. We’ve had many different speakers over the years 
and usually have had the judges speak on ethics in the show ring and beyond 
as well as showmanship techniques, feeds, and feeding. We had a veterinarian 
speak last year on basic project care, her experience in 4-H and FFA, and 
how she became a vet (Jamie Conner McAsey)!" 

The North Coast Junior Meat Goat Show continues to be a vital 
platform for young farmers to gain hands-on experience and develop a strong 
ethical foundation in animal husbandry. As the event grows, it remains a 
testament to the dedication and hard work of both the participants and the 
organizers who strive to uphold its mission year after year. 



Empowering Round Valley: Covelo Water 
District’s Well Water Testing & Treatment 
Initiative Imagined by Jenn Procacci  

 
In northeastern Mendocino County, along the wild and scenic Eel River, 
lies the remote community of Covelo. While its natural beauty 
captivates all, Covelo, like many rural areas, faces unique challenges, 
one of which is ensuring access to clean and safe drinking water. All of 
Covelo’s residents rely on walls to provide their drinking water, and 
many residents drink well water that is both untested and unfiltered.	 In 
response to this, Covelo has initiated a remarkable program that offers 
free well water testing and filters to all its residents.	 
 

Water is a fundamental human 
need, essential for sustaining life. 
However, in rural areas like 
Covelo, where households rely on 
private wells for their water 
supply, the quality of water can be 
uncertain. Factors such as the 
natural geography of Round Valley 
and aging infrastructure can pose 
risks to water safety. For example, 
aluminum is the most abundant 
mineral in the earth’s crust, yet it is 
toxic at high enough 
concentrations in drinking water. 
Arsenic is another commonly 
occurring element in the 
landscape of Covelo that is toxic to 
humans and animals. 	 Recognizing 
the importance of addressing 

these concerns, community leaders in Covelo took proactive steps to 
safeguard the health and well-being of residents. 
 
The free well water testing initiative in Covelo has been led by the 
Covelo Water District. By providing residents with access to 
professional water testing services and filters at no cost, the program 
aims to empower individuals with knowledge about the quality of their 
drinking water and improve local public health. 
 
The process of testing well water in Covelo is straightforward and user-
friendly. Residents can pick up instructions for collecting water 
samples from the Round Valley Public Library. The instructions include 
a self-addressed and postage paid envelope to mail out the samples 
once collected. These samples are then mailed out to be analyzed by a 
water testing company. Within 2-3 weeks, participants receive the 
results along with water filter recommendations. Once per month, the 
Covelo Water District has weekend hours at the Round Valley Library 
Commons where residents can bring their water filter 
recommendations to receive a voucher for the needed filter. 
 
In essence, Covelo's free well water testing initiative embodies the 
spirit of community-driven action and underscores the importance of 
grassroots efforts in addressing complex community issues. By 
prioritizing the health and well-being of its residents and fostering a 
culture of empowerment, Covelo once again sets an example for rural 
communities across the country. 

Attention reader – this article is fictional and does not 
represent current or past happenings in Round Valley (but it 
could inspire our future!)  
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Round Valley 
Reader Horoscopes 

Aries: Use early mornings or late evenings 
for activities. Expect a burst of creativity 
midweek; channel it into a new hobby or 
project. 
 
Taurus:  Enjoy cold treats and indoor 
activities like museums or movies. A 
surprise message from an old friend 
might brighten your day. 
 
Gemini:  Stay hydrated and avoid 
prolonged sun exposure. Midweek, you 
might discover a new interest through an 
unexpected conversation. 
 
Cancer:  Refresh your living space and 
enjoy chilled drinks and light meals with 
family. An opportunity for a home 
improvement project may present itself. 
 
Leo:  Shine without overheating. A social 
event at the end of the week could bring 
new connections. 
 
Virgo: Slow down and organize indoor 
spaces. Declutter efficiently and take 
breaks to stay refreshed. A work-related 
achievement might come your way. 
 
Libra:  Avoid midday sun to maintain 
harmony. A romantic gesture or pleasant 
surprise may enhance your personal life. 
 
Scorpio: An intriguing piece of news 
could spark your curiosity and lead to a 
deeper investigation. 
 
Sagittarius: Plan trips to cooler 
destinations or water-based activities. 
Enjoy early morning or late evening 
outings. A spontaneous adventure might 
pop up, bringing excitement to your 
routine. 
 
Capricorn: Take a step back from your 
usual routine. You may find inspiration in 
an unexpected place, prompting a new 
project or idea. 
 
Aquarius:  Embrace new ideas in a cool 
environment. A creative collaboration 
could be on the horizon, offering new 
perspectives. 
 
Pisces:  Spend time near water like a pool 
or a cool bath. An insightful dream or 
meditation session might provide clarity 
on a current issue. 
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This selection from the past was made by Michelle Peñaloza from the donated archives of Pat Hastings. 



 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

want to share something 
with our community? 

Send your community announcements, story ideas, 
events, future imaginings, local asks, & 

advertisements to coveloarts@gmail.com 

Keep Hydrated and Cool: Remember to drink lots of water 
throughout the day, take breaks in the shade or cool spots, 
and skip the sugary or alcoholic drinks. 

Work Smart, Dress Smart: Try to get outdoor tasks done 
early in the morning or late in the evening. Wear light, loose 
clothing and don’t forget your sunscreen! 

Watch for Signs: Be aware of how you and others are 
feeling. Know the signs of heat-related illnesses like 
dizziness or confusion, and don’t hesitate to seek medical 
help if needed. 

Care for Animals: Make sure your livestock and pets have 
plenty of water and shade. And remember, never leave them 
in parked vehicles. 

These tips can help keep everyone stays safe (and hopefully 
as comfortable as possible) during these hot days! 

 


