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Tribal/Community Coalition Rallies to 
Protect Eel River Canyon from Great 
Redwood Trail Route 
          A Tribal/Community Coalition of concerned community members have 
continued voicing substantial concerns about the potential environmental, cultural, 
and moral impacts of the Great Redwood Trail (GRT) and they are urging the 
community to join their cause.  
         The Eel River Canyon, extending through Southern Humboldt and Mendocino 
counties, encompasses ancestral territories of several tribes. Despite the cultural 
and historical significance of this area, many tribes, including the Cahto, Pomo, 
Wailaki, Wyott, and Yuki, were not adequately consulted in the GRT planning 
process. This lack of engagement is particularly troubling, given the project's 
potential impact on tribal ancestral lands and cultural resources. Environmental 
concerns also loom large. Community members worry about the threats to the 
area’s delicate ecosystem, including endangered species like salmon and steelhead 
trout. Organizations like Native Health in Native Hands and the Kinest’e Community 

Coalition emphasize the importance of preserving the Eel River watershed's ecological integrity. Some excerpts from a template advocacy 
letter written by the Tribal/Community Coalition (which you can access the full text of via the QR code on this page):  

“We, the undersigned members of the community, are providing public comment in opposition of the proposed Great 
Redwood Trail route along the Eel River Canyon. Adequate collaboration with Tribal Peoples and Governments along the 
trail route have not been initiated. The GRT also fails to adhere to the California Fish and Game Code who holds jurisdiction 
over the protection and development of natural resources, including fish resources, Tribal Beneficial Uses.  

The Draft Master Plan includes 2 individuals associated with Tribal Organizations and does not adequately reflect Culture 
and Knowledge of the Tribal Communities located along the trail. Many of the trails are slated to traverse through areas of 
immense cultural significance, including ancestral ceremony and burial sites. The diverse peoples residing along the 300+ 
mile trail have a long history of displacement and marginalization, with some communities not even federally recognized, 
further exacerbating the issue.  

Concerns raised by community members such as Nikcole Whipple, Michelle Merrifield, Perry Lincoln and members of the 
Cahto Tribe of Laytonville and Round Valley Indian Tribes underscore the need for respectful consultation and 
collaboration before approval of the Draft Masterplan. These voices emphasize the need for cultural preservation, 
environmental stewardship, and the recognition of Indigenous sovereignty over their ancestral lands. 

Furthermore, the lack of diverse consultation and consent is not only disrespectful but also perpetuates historical injustices 
and trauma experienced by Indigenous peoples. This project cannot move forward in good conscience without the full 
and meaningful participation of affected Indigenous communities.” 

The Tribal/Community Coalition calls upon the Great Redwood Trail project leaders to restart the consultation process with Indigenous 
communities from the beginning, ensuring equal representation and meaningful engagement. This includes representation from Eel River 
Tribes, such as the Wiyot, Bear River, Tolowa, Sinkyone Tribal Coalition, Cahto, Wailaki, Yuki, and Pomo (Round Valley, Sherwood, 
Redwood, Coyote, Potter), as well as Lake County tribes, including the Atole and Robinson. They demand amendments to the Great 
Redwood Trail Vision Statement to incorporate tribal leadership and ensure Indigenous perspectives, cultural knowledge, and language 
are central to project planning and implementation, with adequate funding and resources for participation. They also call for the 
establishment of a board position for tribal representatives, the protection of cultural sites and ancestral territories through rerouting trails 
away from sensitive areas, and a commitment to ongoing dialogue, transparency, and accountability with Indigenous communities. This 
includes creating a survey to outreach to tribal communities and making it public on the GRT website, followed by re-visiting the 
communities for feedback. Overall, they assert: “It is imperative that the Great Redwood Trail project 
uphold principles of justice, equity, and respect for Indigenous rights. Failure to do so would 
perpetuate historical injustices and further marginalize already vulnerable communities.” 
               The GRT’s Draft Master Plan for the trail is available for review and public comment. You can 
view the Draft Master Plan and provide comments using several methods: using the Online 
Comment Tool or Contact Form available on the project website, emailing your comments to 
info@greatredwoodtrailplan.org, or leave a voicemail message at (707) 440-9445. The public 
comment period closes on June 3, 2024. After this period, according to the GRT website, “The 
GRTA (Great Redwood Trail Agency) will consider all feedback and may revise the Master Plan before 
its tentative adoption in Summer 2025. The GRTA is also starting a program Environmental Impact 
Report (PEIR) process as part of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Master Plan.

mailto:info@greatredwoodtrailplan.org


Round Valley Monthly Community Potluck 
Fosters Unity and Culinary Delights        
Imagined by Jenn Procacci 
 
May 22, 2037  
 
Covelo, a small town nestled in the heart of California often called, “an island in the 
mountains”, came alive once again with the aroma of home-cooked dishes and the laughter 
of neighbors at its beloved Monthly Community Potluck. Held on the third Saturday of each 
month in rotating locations, this gathering has become a cherished tradition, uniting residents 
and visitors alike in a celebration of community spirit and culinary diversity.  
 
The event draws a diverse crowd of community members, reflecting the town's rich tapestry 
of cultures and backgrounds. Everyone finds a warm welcome and a seat at the communal 
table. 
What truly sets the Round Valley Monthly Community Potluck apart is the array of dishes on 
offer, each one a testament to the creativity and generosity of the attendees. Traditional 
favorites mingled with exotic delicacies, creating a feast for the senses that showcased the 
culinary talents of the community. 

 
"It's not just about 
the food," remarked 
long-time resident 
Jessica Harness, 
who has been 
attending the 
potluck for over a 
decade. "It's about 
coming together as a 
community, sharing 
stories, and building 
relationships. The 
food is just the icing 
on the cake." 
Indeed, the potluck 
served as a platform 

for meaningful connections to be forged. Strangers became friends over shared recipes and cooking 
tips, while newcomers were welcomed with open arms into the tight-knit fold of Covelo's residents. 
The potluck currently rotates between the Round Valley Library Potluck, the Legion Hall, the Rec 
Center, and the Methodist Church, offering a variety of locations for folks to gather and connect over 
a home cooked meal.  
 
For many, the potluck also provides an opportunity to support local farmers and producers, with 
ingredients often sourced from nearby farms such as Folk Life Farm, as well as the bounty of home 
gardens taking center stage in many dishes. This emphasis on sustainability and community 
resilience (frequent themes in Round Valley) adds an extra layer of significance and identity to the 
event. 
 
As the afternoon turned to evening, and the last crumbs were savored, there was a sense of 
contentment and camaraderie that lingered in the air. The Round Valley Monthly Community Potluck 
had once again served its purpose, reaffirming the bonds that knit this town together and leaving 
participants eagerly anticipating next month's gathering. 
In a world often marked by division and discord, the simple act of sharing a meal had once again 
proven its power to unite and uplift. In Covelo, where neighbors are everything, the Round Valley 
Monthly Community Potluck stands as a shining example of the strength found in community, one 
delicious dish at a time. 

 

Attention reader – this article is fictional and does not 
represent current or past happenings in Round Valley (but 
it might inspire our future!)  
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This selection from the past was made by Michelle Peñaloza from a 
clipping displayed at Round Valley History Day on May 4th. This is 
a page from an issue of HOOFPRINTS, the Round Valley High School 
publication (the year was not written in/on the issue).  



 

 
COMMUNITY GOINGS ON  
 

 
 

 RVR Crossword is back this week! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

want to share something 
with our community? 

Send your community announcements, story 
ideas, events, future imaginings, local asks, & 

advertisements to coveloarts@gmail.com 


