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PRESENT: RV Skate Park Project Grinds Towards Goals    
Written by Jenn Procacci 

The Round Valley Skate Park Project held its 
monthly community meeting on Tuesday, 
February 27th, at the Library Commons, where 
much was discussed and planned for. Skate 
Night, which takes place on the 1st Thursday of 
the month from 5-7:30pm, continues to be a 
success and is well attended. Skate Night is a 
free supervised indoor skate session that is held 
at the Rec Center. In order to assist with safety 
enforcement and identification, volunteers at 
Skate Night will now be issued bright pink Skate 
Park Project Volunteer t-shirts. Safety is the main 
concern at Skate Night, as the attendees range 
from experienced skaters on ramps to small 
children just learning how to get on the board, 
and it’s important for everyone to stay safe as 
well as have fun! For the second year in a row, 
Sheriff Matt Kendall has supported Skate Night 
in the form of a grant ensures the event will be drug and alcohol free. Everyone is welcome to attend Skate Night, especially those 
who have never skated before… and all attendees have the chance to win a free skateboard, which is raffled off during the event. 
Raffle tickets that aren’t drawn roll over to the next Skate Night, so the more you attend, the greater your chances are of winning! The 
original boards for the raffle were donated by the RVIHC and came from a Native owned company called Brotherhood. RV Skate Park 
Project now purchases the boards for the raffle, using the funds from the grant provided by Sheriff Kendall (which also pays for snacks).  

As community members and supporters of this project may know, it has been a challenge to lockdown a site for the skate park. 
According to Tuesday’s meeting, a site has been confirmed - the skate park will be built at the Rec Center. RV Skate Park Project 
reports that the Lions, who manage the center, have welcomed them with open arms, and are enthusiastic about the new energy that 
the skate park will bring to the underutilized center. In order to express their gratitude towards the Lion’s support, RV Skate Park 
Project will host a day of service at the Rec Center on May 4th (May the 4th be with you!). The day of service is being organized by 
Hannah Scherzer.  

Through exhaustive fundraising and community donations, RV Skate Park Project has raised $50k - enough funds to secure 
architectural drawings of the skate park, which will then allow the project to apply for more substantial grants to cover construction 
costs. Additional fundraisers are in the works, such as a punk rock concert on June 21st, which is both the summer solstice as well as 
Go Skate Day. The concert fundraiser is being organized by Lourance Hall. Other fundraising events to come include movie nights at 
the library, an art show and auction of skate decks designed by local artists, and more. And speaking of more… more volunteers are 
needed! The RV Skate Park Project is in need of new volunteers to help this incredible project continue to move forward. Serious work 
is being undertaken, such as the writing of MOU’s, and a letter of intent to The Lion’s, regarding the use of the Rec Center. Anyone 
who is ready and willing to assist with The RV Skate Park Project is encouraged to attend the monthly meetings, which are held the 
last Tuesday of the month at 5:15p, at the Library Commons, or to attend Skate Night. More information is also available via email @ 
rvskateparkproject@gmail.com.  

Hannah Scherzer provided the information for this article, and said the following about the project’s momentum, “The first step was 
to build skate culture in Round Valley, now we are ready as a town to have a skate park! Step two was securing the location… and step 
three, build the park!” 
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HARMONY IN NATURE: SPRING BRINGS FIRST 
COVELO LAND ART FESTIVAL Imagined by Michelle Peñaloza 

June 30, 2056 
In a mesmerizing convergence of art and nature, Covelo hosted its first annual Land Art Festival, 

captivating visitors from around the world with breathtaking installations that seamlessly blended visual art 
creativity with the natural beauty of the region. The festival, held in the picturesque Round Valley, unfolded 
as a celebration of environmental consciousness and artistic innovation. Covelo, long known for its 
indigenous culture and history, legacies of various types of agriculture and farming industry, and 
commitment to sustainability, took the genre of land art to new heights this June with artists using the 
landscape as their canvas to create large-scale, ephemeral masterpieces throughout Round Valley. 

The festival kicked off with a 
grand opening ceremony, featuring a 
harmonious fusion of traditional 
indigenous ceremony and cutting-edge 
technology. The Round Valley Feather 
Dancers began the ceremony with 
dance and song and story about the first 
peoples of Covelo. Visitors were then 
greeted by interactive holographic 
displays showcasing the history of land 
art and its evolution over the years. The 
theme, "Nature Reimagined," served as 
an inspiration for artists to explore the 
interconnectedness of humanity and 
the environment. 

Over the course of the festival, 
Round Valley transformed into an 
outdoor art gallery, with installations 
ranging from massive sculptures to 

intricate patterns created into/onto the land via natural mediums such as wood, rocks, moss, and planted 
flowers and vegetables. Local and international artists collaborated to produce works that challenged 
perceptions of what defines social practice and fine art as well as beauty in our world that continues to 
experience the consequences of climate change, sparking conversations about the fragility of our ecosystems 
and the urgent need for environmental stewardship. 

One of the standout installations was "Solar Symphony," a kinetic sculpture powered entirely by 
renewable energy. As the sun set over Covelo, the installation came to life, blending light, sound, and 
movement to create a mesmerizing spectacle that underscored the importance of sustainable energy sources. 
In the heart of Round Valley, the "Blossoming Unity" installation showcased the power of community 
collaboration. Hundreds of local residents, mostly students from the RV elementary, middle, and high schools 
came together earlier in the spring to plant a vibrant sea of wildflowers, transforming a barren field into a 
living tapestry of color. This living art piece served as a symbol of collective responsibility and the potential 
for positive change. It also was a lesson in patience as the students and community eagerly waited for the 
planned pattern to, literally, bloom!  

Covelo's commitment to environmental education was evident throughout the festival. Workshops and 
lectures on sustainable living, reforestation initiatives, and the importance of biodiversity drew enthusiastic 
crowds eager to learn and engage in meaningful discussions. 

The Land Art Festival in Covelo will hopefully become a beacon of hope and inspiration, demonstrating 
that art can be a powerful catalyst for positive change. As the sun set on Round Valley, leaving behind a 
landscape adorned with ephemeral masterpieces, visitors departed with a renewed sense of appreciation for 
the delicate balance between humanity and nature. Covelo's Land Art Festival proves that art has the potential 
to not only capture the imagination but also to forge a deeper connection between people and the 
environment. Organizers hope this festival will become an annual community event, like the long-standing 
and loved Blackberry Festival that happens each August.  

Attention reader – the following article is fictional and does not 
represent current or past happenings in Round Valley (but it could 
represent our future!) If you have dreams and ideas for the future of Round Valley, dear reader, 
we’d love to write them! Email us at coveloarts@gmail.com, come chat with us at the Round Valley Farmers’ 
Market on Fridays, or drop off your ideas at The Round Valley Public Library! 
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This selection from the past was made by Jenn Procacci and shared by Virginia Spivey. We hope these reprintings of the past to help our community—you, dear readers!—
reflect on where we have been so that we may dream and realize where we want to go. Do you have old copies of Covelo newspapers? We would love to borrow them for this 
section of The Round Valley Reader! Contact Jenn & Michelle at coveloarts@gmail.com or visit us every Friday at The Round Valley Farmers’ Market. 
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