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Round Valley  
Community News  
Round Up 

Mendocino Food & Nutrition Program Food Pop-Up + Round Valley Food Pantry Dates 
The Food Pop-Up will take place from noon to 1pm at 76300 Grange Street (the old June 
Marie Building) on Feb 8th, March 14th, April 11th, May 9th, June 13th – free food for all! 
Contact info: outreach@fbfoodbank.org or 707-964-9404. The Round Valley Food Pantry 
will be drive thru/curbside service from 10am to 2pm also at 76300 Grange Street (the old 
June Marie Building) on January 19th, Feb 16th, and March 15th.  They will have diapers (size 
3 and 4 only). Call 707-983-62626, the Round Valley Family Resource Center, for more info 
or to ask any questions.  
 
Round Valley Seed Library Work Party 
The Seed Library, a Seed-Lending Program at the Round Valley Public Library, offers a 
robust collection of veggie, herb, and flower seeds, free of charge, to members of our 
community. There is a lot that goes on behind the scenes to make those seeds available to 
the community and the Seed Library is asking folks to spare a little time to help. They are 
hosting a work party on Saturday, January 20th, 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM in the community 
room at the Round Valley Library Commons. The work will be putting labels on envelopes, 
packing up seeds, adding them to the collection, and more. Tea and cookies will be 
provided! 
 
Art Contest for Earth Day Festival Logo + Festival 
Organizers Seek Vendors 
Organizers for Round Valley’s 2024 Earth Day Festival are gearing up for April with 
an open call for submissions from community artists and creative people to submit their digital or original art by Feb 5. The Earth 
Day Committee will chose the winning submission and the winner will earn $100 and the honor of having their artwork features 
in all event promotions. Additionally, all of the artwork submitted for consideration will also be showcased during the festival. A 

win-win! Don’t miss the opportunity. For questions and/or to submit your digital artwork, 
email Commonsmanager@gmail.com; original artwork can be submitted to The Round 
Valley Public Library. Please note: any submissions may be used for any future Earth Day 
events. The Earth Day Festival will take place on April 20th 2024. Organizers are looking 
for vendors who want to open a food booth or Environmental activity.  For more info please 
contact: commonsmanager@gmail.com 

North Fork-Style Dinner at The Walnut Grove Café 
Have you missed Denny’s cooking (and not having to cook dinner for yourself)? The Walnut 
Grove Café will be hosting another North Fork-style dinner on January 26 and 27! Call 983-
6777 or stop by the Café to make reservations. 
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RVEMS Students Achieve  
Perfect Attendance 

by Jenn Procacci  
January 21st, 2034 

In an era where academic excellence can change the course of your future, the students at RVEMS have 
achieved a remarkable feat that goes beyond grades and test scores. The school is buzzing with excitement 
as 100% of the student body have accomplished the impressive feat of perfect attendance. This achievement 
not only reflects the students' commitment to their education but also underscores the supportive 
environment and dedication of the school community. 

Perfect attendance is more than just a statistic; it is a testament to the synergy between administration, 
faculty and students, and to the students' discipline, responsibility, and resilience. Daily attendance is a 
fundamental aspect of a student's academic journey, contributing significantly to their overall success. 
Regular attendance fosters a sense of routine, helps students stay engaged with their coursework, and builds 
a strong foundation for lifelong learning. 

The road to this goal began back in 2022, when Principal Shannon Britton of RVEMS began putting in 
place the changes that would eventually lead to this moment. She hired more Native teachers, helping to 
create an environment where the Native students at RVEMS felt supported and nurtured by their culture. 
This, among other things put in place that bolstered the school’s sense of morale, led to a 280% increase in 
perfect attendance by the end of the 2023 school year. It was at the moment 10 years ago that the community 
could see that a momentous shift had taken place.  

The seeds of academic success and determination that are being planted with the younger students at 
RVEMS are now bearing fruit as those same students move through Round Valley High School. Round Valley 
High School now boasts a 97% graduation rate, with 80% of those graduates choosing to pursue higher 
education. With the advent of remote learning, 65% of the graduates pursuing high education are choosing 
to remain in Round Valley while earning their degrees, allowing them to remain close to their families and 
community.  

Remote work allows these same graduates to earn substantial income once they have earned their 
college degrees, and the change in our community is remarkable. Crime is down, and the local economy is 
once again thriving, supported by the money that our college graduates are earning by working remotely. 
Real estate in Round Valley is once again a hot commodity, with plenty of young people choosing to stay 
and start their adult lives here in our community. With most graduates earning enough to live comfortably, 
there are lovely new homes being built in town as well. 

The tribal internet infrastructure has grown substantially to meet the demand of our new generation of 
remote workers, and is now on par with the services offered by StarLink.  

It’s all coming together for Round Valley! 
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Attention reader – the above article is fictional and does not 
represent current or past happenings in Round Valley (but it 
could represent our future!) If you have dreams and ideas for the future of Round Valley, 
dear reader, we’d love to write them! Email us at coveloarts@gmail.com, come chat with us at the Round Valley 
Farmers’ Market on Fridays, or drop off your ideas at The Round Valley Public Library) 
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This selection from a former Covelo newspaper was made by Michelle Peñaloza. We hope these reprintings of the past to help our community—you, dear readers!—
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Ask Crabby! 

Dear Crabby— 
The weather has been so gross, 
lately! I’ve been having a hard time 
feeling motivated to do anything 
other than loafing around, not 
leaving my house. This kind of 
weather makes my outlook and mood 
as grey and cold as the sky? Any 
advice?  

—Weather Weary   
 

Do you need advice? Crabby is here to help! 
Questions will ALWAYS be kept anonymous. 
Don’t be shy—seek your advice from Crabby 
at coveloarts@gmail.com or drop them in the 
box at the library, to the right of the main 
entrance, located by the back issues of The 
Round Valley Reader 

Dear Weather Weary—  

It has been pretty gloomy! I hope it helps to 
know: you are not alone in being affected by 
the wintry mix of weather. The feelings and 
experience you describe is actually a 
medically defined type of depression, called 
SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder)—I 
know it’s a bit on the nose!  Symptoms 
include increased sleep and daytime 
drowsiness, loss of interest and pleasure in 
activities formerly enjoyed, social 
withdrawal and increased sensitivity to 
rejection, irritability and anxiety, feelings of 
guilt and hopelessness, and fatigue, or low 
energy level. Things that can help: getting as 
much natural sunlight as possible – even a 
brief walk can be beneficial; making your 
work and home environments as light 
and airy as possible; sitting near windows 
when you're indoors; trying to exercise; and 
eating a healthy, balanced diet. Remember 
you’re not alone and spring bring will be 
here before you know it. <3 DC 
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