
 

Do you have archives from the past, present news, and/or imaginings for the future of Round Valley? 
Tell us in person at Fridays’ farmers’ markets! Or email us at: coveloarts@gmail.com 

PRESENT: written by Michelle Peñaloza 

The Round Valley 
Feather Dancers 
Dazzle and 
Bring 
Together 
the 
Community 
at the 
Blackberry 
Festival 
I had the privilege to 
snap a quick group 
photo and watch as 
the dancers cleansed 
with sage before 
they entered the 
festival arbor and readied themselves to 
dance.  

After Ron Lincoln opened the 
second day of the Blackberry Festival, 
with thanks and song as he had on day 
one, Myron (Mudcat) Hoaglen 
introduced the Round Valley Indian 
Tribes Feather Dancers with a grin, 
saying 
they’d, 
“come 
all the 
way 
from 
the 
Hudda, 
Willits, 
and 
Santa 
Rosa!’  

A rapt audience watched the 
dancers move with great energy and 
intention: the swish and sway of their 
arms and skirts, the turkey feathers of 
their regalia moved up and down on 
beat with the drum and lively singing by 
LaCretia Toledo, Chuk WhiteWolf, 
Mudcat Hoaglen, and Amy Lucas.  
  Between dances there were 
stories, announcements, shoutouts, and 

jokes, mostly told by Mudcat Hoaglen 
and Chuk WhiteWolf. Mudcat answered 
the question, “Why do we do the dances 
we do?” saying, “We dance to show 

thanks for the 
seasons. We 
dance for the 
animals we eat 
that sustain 
us. We dance 
to show we 
still exist and 
this is our 

culture.” 
Chuk said it 
was good to 
be back at the 

Blackberry 
Festival and 

that he was glad the folks running the 
festival respected their request that no 
alcohol be served during their dances; he 
joked, as Mudcat helped a young feather 
dancer put back on his headpiece, “Hey, 
Mud’s real name is Tie Dis.” Mudcat 
gave a name to some of the dances—
Deer Dance and Hummingbird 

Dance—
telling the 
story of 
the latter: 
“The Sun 

was 
falling 

from the 
sky and 

different 
creatures 

tried 
lifting it 

back up. Eagle couldn’t do it. Bear 
couldn’t do it. But, Hummingbird, who 
had a beautiful song, sacrificed their 
voice and sang the Sun back into the sky. 
So, that’s why now, we can only hear 
Hummingbird’s wings.” There was a 
shoutout to Richard Wilson, who 
recently passed, recognizing his work to 
stop the dam; there was attention 
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brought to MMIP, Missing or 
Murdered Indigenous People, the 
call for justice and healing for the 
disproportionally unsolved cases 
and missing people among 
indigenous communities; there 
was a welcome for the 
community to come to Indian 
Days where astronaut Nicole A. 
Mann—the first indigenous 
woman from NASA to go to 
space, who is registered with the 
Wailacki of the Round Valley 
Indian Tribes—will make an 
appearance; there was, in the end, 
a beautiful call for the audience, 
the whole community, to line 
up and join the dancers for the last 
dance. When you’re called and 
welcomed, as we all were—some 
of us by name!—you get up and 
you dance. 
 
List of all dancers and singers: 
Belle Lincoln, Addeline Holiday, 
Dawn Toledo, Ruby Rose, 
Elizabeth RedFeather, Rose 
Hammock, Dante Smith, Jim 
Renick Jr. , Ambrose Britton, 
Curtis Bettega, Chocolate, 
Gabriella Phillips, Wesley Card, 
Stephanie Britton, Aneka Britton, 
Kalani Wright, Claudia Boggs, Jaybe 
Britton, Myron (MudCat) Hoaglen, 
Chuk WhiteWolf, LaCretia Toledo, 
Nikole Whipple, Love Lincoln 
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PAST 
selected by Jenn Procacci  
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FUTURE: written by Jenn Procacci 

Round Valley 
Blackberry 
Festival Celebrates 
75th Anniversary 
and Dedication of 
Blackberry 
Festival Museum  
 
August 23rd, 2058 

The Round Valley Feather 
dancers swirled and shuffled in joyful 
celebration this past Saturday, as the 
community of Round Valley gathered to 
dedicate the newly opened Blackberry 
Festival Museum. The dedication 
coincided with the 75th year anniversary 
celebration of the Blackberry Festival, 
which began in 1983. The museum is 
located in the historic mill building 
adjacent to the longtime festival grounds 
in downtown Covelo.  The historic mill 
building had served in years past as the 
private residence and studio of Covelo 
resident and fiber artist John Marshall. 

The Blackberry Festival Museum, 
which was funded in part by a generous 
grant from the California Natural 
Resources Agency, is a project of the 
Friends of the Round Valley Public 
Library. The museum features 3 floors 
of displays containing artifacts, 
photographs, objects and recordings 
from the past 75 years of the Blackberry 
Festival. Highlights of the museum's 
exhibitions include 75 years of 
Blackberry Festival T Shirts and runner 
up designs, including the private T shirt 
collection of Covelo resident Carol 
Borden.  An interactive genealogy web 

shows the social and relational 
connections of generations of former 
festival attendees, courtesy of an 
unidentified African big game hunter 
who documented the festival for 
decades in its early years. 

The crown jewel is undoubtedly 
the portrait gallery. Several artists who 
formerly completed works for the White 
House Historical Society were 
commissioned to paint portraits of the 
original Blackberry Festival Committee 
members - Shirley Martin, Barbara 
Wyre, Rose Baschal, Susan Wilson, and 
Joyce Weisman.  Later committee 
members who were also immortalized 
by portrait include Mary Lou Mileck, 
Lew Chichester, Joseph Gauder, John 
Marshall and others. 

Madame Tussauds, the famous 
wax museum, provided a wax statue of 
Mickey the Clown, who was the beloved 
MC of the Blackberry Festival for 70 
years. 

In 2035, The Blackberry Festival 
garnered international attention after 
being named “Best Small Town Festival 
in America” by Sunset Magazine.  A 
follow up feature in the New York 
Times rocketed the festival to fame.  

Despite its rise in popularity, the 
festival has been lauded by multi 
generational attendees as still 
maintaining its down home vibe. 
“There’s just nothing like this 
anywhere!” local resident and member 
of the Blackberry Festival Committee 
Lew Chichester was quoted as saying 
way back in 2023. This reporter is still 
inclined to agree. 
 

 
 


