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Present   Present     Present     written by Jenn Procacci    Present  Present    Present     

Local Radio Station KYBU Celebrates 12 
Years on the Air 

I sat down with local resident Lew Chichester on Monday to hear about the history of KYBU, 
our local radio station that has proudly broadcasted at 96.5FM since 2011. 

“13 years ago, we had finished building the Library Commons. We raised 1 million dollars 
from this community for that project, which opened in 2010. Through this process, which was a large 
undertaking, it became evident that the Friends of the Round Valley Public Library are a highly 
functional board who can really get things done. The idea of a local radio station was hatched on 
my back porch with myself, Emily Ellickson Brown, Max Dunn and Imil Ferrara. We didn't have to 
figure out a governing structure because we already had the Friends of the Library. The radio station 

concept was like an anarchist collective - whoever is 
showing up and participating gets to make the 
decisions. 

It took us almost a year from that point to get 
on the air. The big holdup was getting the 
broadcasting license. There were none available. 
We almost went to a digital format just to get 
something going. Then, a personal connection in 
the county led us to KOCT in Ft Bragg. It turned out 
that KOCT had an unused construction permit to build a repeater in Round Valley on a cell phone 
tower that never got built. KOCT said that if we could get on the air in 4 months, they would turn 
over their permit over to us for free. That was in July. Between July and November, we raised 
$35,000. We bought a transmitter, broadcast board, and all of the equipment required by the FCC 
for a radio station to operate legally. As soon as people in the community found out that we wanted 
to do this, so many wanted to become involved. There was a tremendous amount of community 
support. Cooper Hepler and Eric Hoaglen are 2 community members who were instrumental in the 
early days as well. We managed to get on the air and meet our deadline with weeks to spare, with 
the help of the owners of KOCT, who came all the way out to Round Valley to help us get set up. 
The first song played on the air was “Johnny B Good” by Chuck Berry on 12/11/11. 

Of course, we need to cover our operating costs, which are about $20,000 for legal fees, 
power and so on. We've been able to meet this goal yearly so far. M&M has donated generously every year as well as Keith’s. We also get support 
from the Community Foundation of Mendocino County. Our fundraising parties help us cover the rest. Part of our mission is to make it easier for 
people in Covelo to connect with one another. The radio station is underutilized. People could be producing podcasts there, etc. There is much 
more that could happen than just what is being done currently. During natural disasters, cell phones and the internet are the first things to go 
down. The only reliable communication is usually FM radio. In a disaster, disseminating information to our community is crucial for public safety. 
We need to keep this going, stay on the air, do what we do and be there in case of an emergency.”  

A big thanks to Lew for taking the time to share the history of KYBU 96.5FM with The Round Valley Reader. On Saturday, at the Library 
Commons, KYBU will hold their annual anniversary party, which is their main fundraising event. This year’s entertainment will be provided by The 
Funkateers, accomplished local musicians who are excited to get out and play for their community. There is a silent auction planned, with some 
high-profile items, including but not limited to dinner for 2 at MacCallum House, a night at The Benbow Inn and more. Troy will be making pizzas, 
and wine and beer will be available. This is a family friendly event that begins at 6pm and ends at 10pm. Hope to see you there! 
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Ask Crabby! 

Dear Crabby— 
Christmas is just around the 
corner and I’m really strapped for 
cash. My friends and I have always 
been big gift givers, but this year, I 
just can’t buy a bunch of presents 
for people. Any advice? 

—Holiday Helpless 
 

Dear Holiday Helpless— 
Oh, girl, do I feel you. Who isn’t strapped for cash this holiday 
season? I’ve got several bits of advice for you. First, gifts need not 
always be monetary or material! Acts of love and service are 
excellent gifts. Maybe make a little coupon book with things like: 
“Cooking You Dinner” or “Babysitting Your Kiddos” or “Drive 
to the Airport” or “Pep Talk” or “Coffee Date” or “Costco Run” 
that’s good for the whole year. Another idea (ok, disclaimer: maybe, 
it’s tacky, but hey, times are hard!): re-gifting! Obviously, not 
something shabby (c’mon what do you take Crabby for?), but if 
you’ve got something nice that someone else gave to you that never 
really clicked and it’s not from one of the friends we’re talking about 
and they’ve not seen it—well! I think you’ve got yourself a solid re-
gift. Overall, though, I wouldn’t fret too much, Holiday. You’re not 
helpless. Your friends (hopefully!) aren’t your friends just for 
holiday gift-giving! Be honest with them about your current 
financial woes. Chances are they might be feeling the crushing 
weight of capitalism, too, and there might just be sweet relief 
among all of you: if you’re brave enough to be the one to say aloud 
times are tough, you might make it OK for you all to enjoy each 
other’s company sans any need for gifts at all.  <3 DC 
 

Do you need advice? Crabby is here to help! 
Questions will ALWAYS be kept anonymous. 
Don’t be shy—seek your advice from 
Crabby at coveloarts@gmail.com or drop 
them in the box at the library, to the right 
of the main entrance, located by the back 
issues of The Round Valley Reader 

🗣 🗣 🗣  
Residents of Round 
Valley Concerned about 
Aggressive Dogs  
 
A group of concerned residents 
approached The Round Valley Reader 
last Friday to discuss concerns related to 
aggressive dogs roaming freely in town. 
The residents cited numerous livestock 
killings and are worried that the dogs 
pose a threat to people. Irresponsible dog 
ownership, abandoned dogs, a lack of 
training and possible animal abuse were 
raised as potential factors contributing 
to this issue.  The group urged neighbors 
to be alert and develop a strategy with 
one another to deal with aggressive dogs. 

🗣 🗣 🗣 
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written by Michelle Peñaloza (with thanks to community members who share their concerns and ideas with us at Farmers’ Market on 
Friday’s and by submitting to the *future ideas* box in the Round Valley Library! If you have dreams and ideas for the future of Round Valley, 
dear reader, we’d love to write them! Email us at coveloarts@gmail.com, come chat with us at the Round Valley Farmers’ Market on Fridays, 
or drop off your ideas at The Round Valley Public Library!) 

Attention reader – the following article is fictional and does not represent current or past 
happenings in Round Valley (but it could represent our future!) 

30 Years in the Making: from BONES Pet Rescue to Thrasher 
Aggressive Dog Rehabilitation Center & Animal Hospital to State-

of-the-Art Veterinary School & Dog Training Center 
December 8, 2056 
 Well before the early 2020s, Round Valley had an animal control problem, as pet owners often didn’t always spay and neuter their 
cats and dogs, and the abandonment of animals upon people’s abandonment of properties was very common. BONES (Better 
Options for NEglected Strays) Pet Rescue, run for decades by Barb and Ron Thrasher, had served the community as best they could, 
tending to thousands of animals in their tenure as the only entity for animal rescue within the valley. For many years they worked with 
the UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine to put on Covelo Clinics to perform spays, neuters, and other surgeries as well as providing 
wellness care and vaccinations.  

However, eventually even Barb and Ron Thrasher had to retire, and without BONES Pet Rescue, the problem of an especially 
unfettered proliferation of aggressive and unneutered dogs became an untenable situation—with more livestock killings and dog 
attacks of people walking along roads in town—and in 2024, concerned citizens took action to raise awareness to envision the Thrasher 
Aggressive Dog Rehabilitation Center & Animal Hospital of Round Valley in downtown Covelo. The campaign to rehabilitate packs 
of wild, aggressive dogs in rural Northern California caught the eye of a Netflix reality TV show runner, who joined in raising awareness 
to Round Valley’s dog problem by creating and filming a reality series that chronicled community members Gail Dunn Harris and Bob 
Albonico’s efforts to round up and rehabilitate aggressive dogs in Covelo. Though the series was short-lived, the impact was far 
reaching, and the Thrasher Aggressive Dog 
Rehabilitation Center & Animal Hospital of Round 
Valley was funded and built through a variety of 
resources, many of which became available as a 
result of Harris and Albonico’s popularity on 
television and their efforts to bring awareness to 
the dog problems in Covelo. A combination of 
crowdfunding, government grants, large 
anonymous donations, an endorsement from 
Cesar Milan, and even a bit of corporate 
sponsorship from Chewy and Netflix, created 
enough of a pool of capital and social cache to 
break ground in 2032 for an animal hospital with a 
full-time veterinary staff that could tend to the 
needs of all different sorts of animals in our rural 
community as well as dog rehabilitation center, 
which specializes in working with aggressive dogs, with a set of full-time “dog whisperers” as well as. At its start, the center and 
hospital employed 8 people. “Finally, we have a place where everyone in Covelo can have their sheep, cows, dogs, horses, emu—
everything!—examined, immunized, treated, and cared for right here in the valley, instead of having someone from out of town come 
all the way here,” said Blaire Auclaire, back in 2033, interviewed by The Round Valley Reader, at the grand opening of The Thrasher 
Aggressive Dog Rehabilitation Center & Animal Hospital of Round Valley. 

A little over twenty years later, the legacy of the Thrasher Aggressive Dog Rehabilitation Center & Animal Hospital of Round 
Valley remains relevant, with the center and animal hospital employing over 80 people, having become a beacon for holistic and 
humane animal care and aggressive dog rehabilitation in Mendocino County and beyond. That legacy has made possible another 
institution in Covelo: the UC Covelo School of Veterinary Medicine, a sister school to UC Davis, which used to run the Covelo Clinics 
decades ago. The UC Covelo School of Veterinary Medicine is unique in its hybrid approach of using the latest veterinary technology 
alongside indigenous wisdom and stewardship of animals and land. Animal lover and hometown girl, Jen Harness, who was a part of 
the first class of veterinarians to graduate from the first-of-its-kind animal medicine school, said, “It has always made sense to me for 
there to be an animal hospital and a veterinary school here in Round Valley. Animals are integral to our lives out here. For many 
people, their animals are their livelihood, their best friends, their kids, their family.  I mean, don’t you know as many people’s dog’s 
names as you know people’s kid’s names?” Now, as well as thirty years ago, that’s always been pretty true in Covelo.  
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Do you have archives from the past, present news, and/or imaginings for the future of Round Valley? Tell us in person at The Round Valley 
Farmers’ Market, every Friday (where we will also have the latest issues of The Round Valley Reader!) Or email us at: coveloarts@gmail.com 
 

This selection from a former Covelo newspaper was made by Jenn Procacci from the personal collection of Marty Holzhauser. This is 
from Hoof Prints, a magazine printed by Round Valley High School back in the day. We hope for these reprintings of the past to 
help our community—you, dear readers!—reflect on where we have been so that we may dream and realize where we want to go. Do 
you have old copies of Covelo newspapers? We would love to borrow them for this section of The Round Valley Reader! Contact Jenn 
& Michelle at coveloarts@gmail.com or visit us every Friday at The Round Valley Farmers’ Market in the Walnut Grove.  
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Ho	Ho	Ho!	
After	clearing	up	some	poor	communications,	SANTA	IS	BACK	ON!	
Mon.	Dec.	18th	Tues,	Dec	19th	and	Wednesday	Dec	20th	4:30	-	6:30	
pm	at	Eel	River	Charter	School.	
Free	photos	and	a	visit	with	the	Big	Guy!	
Santa	apologizes	for	the	confusion,.	
He	says	he's	getting	pretty	busy.		
Ho	Ho	Ho!	


