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  Present  Present    written by Jenn Procacci   Present Present     

Holiday Cheer Comes to 
Downtown Covelo 

As the days shorten and the holiday season begins, you may have noticed a bit of 
cheer has been sprinkled throughout downtown Covelo this week. I spoke with Jessi 
Alvarado on Monday to get the inside scoop. Jessi has been coordinating the 
holiday decorations in downtown Covelo for the past 4 years.   

How long have you been doing the decorations for?  “This is the 4th year we’ve 
done the decorations. We have streamlined the process over the years! It’s still a 
commitment. There’s always people willing to help which is what makes it work. This 
year’s helpers (so far) were: 
Jenny Perego, Macy Rawls, 
Valerie Moore, Joanna Wolf, 
Cheri Adams, Brandi Alvarado, 

Bridget Barling, Celina Aragones, Monique Ramirez, Gus Stout and myself. The 
2nd year we did it, it was deep COVID. It got publicity because it was COVID 
and people really appreciated it. We were in 2 newspapers in Willits.”  

What inspired you to decorate our downtown?  “When I was a kid, we used to 
decorate a tree for each class with ornaments we made in class. We’ve never 
had decorations like the wreaths in town, but we would put these trees around 
town on the backstreets, like Howard street. It was so special when we were 
kids to drive around and see all the decorated trees. I was in Tahoe for my 
birthday years ago, which is around this time of year, and the town was getting 
all setup for Christmas, and I was like why don’t we do this in Covelo? I decided 
to take the initiative to do this for our town. It was a lot more work the first year. 
I had to do planning, research, figure out how to power the lights, etc. Each 
year it’s looked a little bit different, especially the first 2 or 3 years. We use 
battery powered lights, we measure the poles to make sure we are hanging 
everything at the same height. When I went to pull out the wreaths this year, I 
didn’t realize that we were missing one wreath that had burned in my house fire and most of the ribbon!  We didn’t figure this out 
until we were already onsite! We are going to replace it tomorrow. We were able to get extra ribbon and figure it out all out at the 
last minute. In the next week, we will be adding the town tree at the shopping center and a tree for each classroom at the school.”  

Where do you get the trees?  ”Peter Bauer donated the town tree last 
year, which was gigantic! To make things quick and easy, I buy the classroom 
trees from the firehouse. Its nice because it also supports the fire department. 
The community usually covers the cost of the trees, I get donations just through 
word of mouth.”  

What keeps you going with this big project year after year?  “It’s so cool that 
we live in a place where we can just do this kind of thing. I love to see all the 
lights and decorations in town, and I know it means so much to people. 
Sometimes I get letters from elderly folks telling me how much it means to 
them. I don’t see myself leading this forever, but I’m not going to let it not 
happen! If someone came to me and said they had a plan to do the town 
decorations, I’d happily hand over the reins. We’ve hung the wreaths in the 
pouring rain and freezing temperatures, but this year was really smooth!”  

The holiday cheer continues with a craft bazaar at the school on 12/12, 
where students will have booths to sell their crafts. There will also be a winter 
concert at the school on 12/20, beginning at 5pm. 

🦃🥧 🦃🥧 Holiday Horoscopes 🦃🥧 🦃🥧 

RETRACTION - Last week’s future article idea was incorrectly attributed to Daniel AuClaire. The idea actually came from Blaire AuClaire.  
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written by Michelle Peñaloza (with thanks to the anonymous reader who shared these great ideas with us by submitting to the *future 
ideas* box in the Round Valley Library! If you have dreams and ideas for the future of Round Valley, dear reader, we’d love to write them! 
Email us at coveloarts@gmail.com, come chat with us at the Round Valley Farmers’ Market on Fridays, or drop off your ideas at The Round 
Valley Public Library!) 

Attention reader – the following article is fictional and does not represent current or past happenings in Round Valley (but it could represent our future!) 

Growing STEM & Stems in Covelo:  
Science and Farming Initiatives in Round Valley 

November 24, 2053 
Local students and teachers make regional and national news as 

educational initiatives (that started only ten years ago!) at Round Valley High 
School, Round Valley Middle School, and Round Valley Public Library celebrate 
great strides in science, technology, engineering and math. Local farmers, 
students and teachers are also celebrating the work of MESA (Multinational 
Exchange for Sustainable Agriculture), which has had great success in the 
developing and continuing education of sustainable agricultural practices taking 
place in Covelo, California. It’s been quite a renaissance for STEM and (plant!) 
stems here in Round Valley!  

In the mid-2020s, community members (made up of science-minded 
teachers, parents, and students) dreamed up the idea to create a state-of-the-art science lab for young people to tinker (under informed 
supervision!) within as a means to help engage Covelo youth’s interest in the subject areas of STEM. A science lab was built and housed 
within the Round Valley Public Library, offering demonstrations and showcasing scientific experiments, which became as popular and 
frequent as the library’s story time. In 2039, an anonymous donor and lover of science secured funding, land, building permits and county 

permissions to create The Round Valley 
Science Center, which specializes in 
curating scientific exhibits, events, 
community workshops, classroom visits, 
and continuing education for Covelo, as 
well as greater Mendocino County, and 
beyond. Current exhibits include “Making 

Our Own Water,” which details sustainable water retention and storage technologies developed in Covelo and “Native Knowledge: Our 
Valley’s First Scientists,” which educates visitors about STEM lessons within indigenous practices and celebrates strides in STEM made by 
Native scientists, engineers, astronauts, and mathematicians. “It’s like our own local California Science Center!” said an enthusiastic Violet 
Gauder, who, as a young person, was one of the early students who helped to dream up the center, and is now The Round Valley Science 
Center’s Development Director. Gauder continued, “We hope for The RV Science Center to inspire people and highlight all the ways 
science intersects with our daily lives.” 

Growth often happens in spurts, with change in one area inspiring another. Such is the 
case for the stems grown in Round Valley through the introduction of the MESA (Multinational 
Exchange for Sustainable Agriculture) program to Covelo around the same time as building of 
the science lab within the library. MESA, the U.S. Department of State’s first and only J-1 
program sponsor devoted exclusively to sustainable agriculture training and cultural exchange, 
as well as a well-respected partner in the global food movement, awarded grants to the Native 
WAY Sustainable Farming Project in the mid-2020’s (lead by Michelle Merrifield, Katie Newman-Arndt and Mudcat Hoaglen), eventually 
expanding their programming to add Covelo/Round Valley to their roster of agroecology classes or AFFP (Agroecology, Farming and Food 

Pathways), taught in California, with Round Valley’s Native 
WAY (Walk with Youth) cohorts cited by MESA educators 
as consistently “the liveliest, most fun, and most diverse 
groups of 15 to 20 students” earning their Certificate in 
Applied Agroecology across the AFFP program offered in 
the state.  

This week, in celebration of Native American 
Heritage Month, Native WAY and MESA alumni of the 

AFFP program, will offer a hands-on community-wide workshop which will incorporate some of the STEM lessons within indigenous farming 
practices on display at The RV Science Center’s exhibit “Native Knowledge: Our Valley’s First Scientists.” The Round Valley Feather Dancers 
will bless the event with singing and dancing, with a free salmon dinner co-sponsored by The Round Valley Indian Tribes and The Round 
Valley Science Center, to follow the workshop.  
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This selection from a former Covelo newspaper was made by Jenn Procacci. We hope for these reprintings of the past to help our community—you 
dear readers!—reflect on where we have been so that we may dream and realize where we want to go. Do you have old copies of Covelo newspapers? 
We would love to borrow them for this section of The Round Valley Reader! Contact Jenn & Michelle at coveloarts@gmail.com or visit us every 
Friday at The Round Valley Farmers’ Market in the Walnut Grove.  
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