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HOliday Cheer Comes to
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As the days shorten and the holiday season begins, you may have noticed a bit of
cheer has been sprinkled throughout downtown Covelo this week. | spoke with Jessi
Alvarado on Monday to get the inside scoop. Jessi has been coordinating the
holiday decorations in downtown Covelo for the past 4 years.

How long have you been doing the decorations for? “This is the 4th year we've
done the decorations. We have streamlined the process over the years! It's still a
commitment. There's always people willing to help which is what makes it work. This
year's helpers (so far) were: ®mas= ' 2

Bridget Barling, Celina Aragones, Monique Ramirez, Gus Stout and myself. The
2nd year we did it, it was deep COVID. It got publicity because it was COVID
and people really appreciated it. We were in 2 newspapers in Willits.”

What inspired you to decorate our downtown? “When | was a kid, we used to

decorate a tree for each class with ornaments we made in class. We've never .

had decorations like the wreaths in town, but we would put these trees around
town on the backstreets, like Howard street. It was so special when we were
kids to drive around and see all the decorated trees. | was in Tahoe for my
birthday years ago, which is around this time of year, and the town was getting
all setup for Christmas, and | was like why don’t we do this in Covelo? | decided
to take the initiative to do this for our town. It was a lot more work the first year.
| had to do planning, research, figure out how to power the lights, etc. Each
year it's looked a little bit different, especially the first 2 or 3 years. We use
battery powered lights, we measure the poles to make sure we are hanging
everything at the same height. When | went to pull out the wreaths this year, |
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Do you have archives from the past, present news, and/or imaginings for the future of Round Valley? Tell us in person at The Round Valley
Farmers’ Market, every Friday (where we will also have the latest issues of The Round Valley Reader!) Or email us at: coveloarts@gmail.com

@¢ @© Holiday Horoscopes @« @«

didn’t realize that we were missing one wreath that had burned in my house fire and most of the ribbon! We didn’t flgure thls out
until we were already onsite! We are going to replace it tomorrow. We were able to get extra ribbon and figure it out all out at the
last minute. In the next week, we will be adding the town tree at the shopping center and a tree for each classroom at the school.”

Where do you get the trees? "Peter Bauer donated the town tree last
year, which was gigantic! To make things quick and easy, | buy the classroom
trees from the firehouse. Its nice because it also supports the fire department.
The community usually covers the cost of the trees, | get donations just through
word of mouth.”

What keeps you going with this big project year after year? “It's so cool that
we live in a place where we can just do this kind of thing. | love to see all the
lights and decorations in town, and | know it means so much to people.
Sometimes | get letters from elderly folks telling me how much it means to
them. | don't see myself leading this forever, but I'm not going to let it not
happen! If someone came to me and said they had a plan to do the town
decorations, I'd happily hand over the reins. We've hung the wreaths in the
pouring rain and freezing temperatures, but this year was really smooth!”

The holiday cheer continues with a craft bazaar at the school on 12/12,
where students will have booths to sell their crafts. There will also be a winter
concert at the school on 12/20, beginning at 5pm.

RETRACTION - Last week's future article idea was incorrectly attributed to Daniel AuClaire. The idea actually came from Blaire AuClaire.
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written by Michelle Pefialoza (with thanks to the anonymous reader who shared these great ideas with us by submitting to the *future
ideas* box in the Round Valley Library! If you have dreams and ideas for the future of Round Valley, dear reader, we'd love to write them!

Email us at coveloarts@gmail.com, come chat with us at the Round Valley Farmers’ Market on Fridays, or drop off your ideas at The Round
Valley Public Library!)

Attention reader — the following article is fictional and does not represent current or past happenings in Round Valley (but it could represent our future!)

Growing STEM & Stems in Covelo:

Science and Farming Initiatives in Round Valley
November 24, 2053

Local students and teachers make regional and national news as
educational initiatives (that started only ten years ago!) at Round Valley High |
School, Round Valley Middle School, and Round Valley Public Library celebrate
great strides in science, technology, engineering and math. Local farmers,
students and teachers are also celebrating the work of MESA (Multinational
Exchange for Sustainable Agriculture), which has had great success in the
developing and continuing education of sustainable agricultural practices taking
place in Covelo, California. It's been quite a renaissance for STEM and (plant!)
stems here in Round Valley!

In the mid-2020s, community members (made up of science-minded
teachers, parents, and students) dreamed up the idea to create a state-of-the-art science lab for young people to tinker (under informed
supervision!) within as a means to help engage Covelo youth’s interest in the subject areas of STEM. A science lab was built and housed
within the Round Valley Public Library, offering demonstrations and showcasing scientific experiments, which became as popular and
frequent as the library’s story time. In 2039, an anonymous donor and lover of science secured funding, land, building permits and county
permissions to create The Round Valley
Science Center, which specializes in
curating  scientific  exhibits, events,
community workshops, classroom visits,
and continuing education for Covelo, as
well as greater Mendocino County, and
beyond. Current exhibits include “Making
Our Own Water,” which details sustainable water retention and storage technologies developed in Covelo and “Native Knowledge: Our
Valley's First Scientists,” which educates visitors about STEM lessons within indigenous practices and celebrates strides in STEM made by
Native scientists, engineers, astronauts, and mathematicians. “It’s like our own local California Science Center!” said an enthusiastic Violet
Gauder, who, as a young person, was one of the early students who helped to dream up the center, and is now The Round Valley Science
Center's Development Director. Gauder continued, “We hope for The RV Science Center to inspire people and highlight all the ways
science intersects with our daily lives.”

Growth often happens in spurts, with change in one area inspiring another. Such is the
case for the stems grown in Round Valley through the introduction of the MESA (Multinational
Exchange for Sustainable Agriculture) program to Covelo around the same time as building of
the science lab within the library. MESA, the U.S. Department of State’s first and only J-1
program sponsor devoted exclusively to sustainable agriculture training and cultural exchange,
as well as a well-respected partner in the global food movement, awarded grants to the Native
WAY Sustainable Farming Project in the mid-2020’s (lead by Michelle Merrifield, Katie Newman-Arndt and Mudcat Hoaglen), eventually
expanding their programming to add Covelo/Round Valley to their roster of agroecology classes or AFFP (Agroecology, Farming and Food
Pathways), taught in California, with Round Valley’s Native
WAY (Walk with Youth) cohorts cited by MESA educators
as consistently “the liveliest, most fun, and most diverse
- groups of 15 to 20 students” earning their Certificate in
. Applied Agroecology across the AFFP program offered in
| the state.

This week, in celebration of Native American
y - . Heritage Month, Native WAY and MESA alumni of the
AFFP program, W||| offer a hands -on community-wide workshop which will incorporate some of the STEM lessons within indigenous farming
practices on display at The RV Science Center’s exhibit “Native Knowledge: Our Valley's First Scientists.” The Round Valley Feather Dancers
will bless the event with singing and dancing, with a free salmon dinner co-sponsored by The Round Valley Indian Tribes and The Round
Valley Science Center, to follow the workshop.
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Do you have archives from the past, present news, and/or imaginings for the future of Round Valley? Tell us in person at The Round Valley
Farmers' Market, every Friday (where we will also have the latest issues of The Round Valley Reader!) Or email us at: coveloarts@gmail.com
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This selection from a former Covelo newspaper was made by Jenn Procacci. We hope for these reprintings of the past to help our community—you
dear readers!—reflect on where we have been so that we may dream and realize where we want to go. Do you have old copies of Covelo newspapers?
We would love to borrow them for this section of The Round Valley Reader! Contact Jenn & Michelle at coveloarts@gmail.com or visit us every
Friday at The Round Valley Farmers’ Market in the Walnut Grove.
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2'X4'X16'=128 Cubic Feet

When is a Cord of Firewood

Not a Cord?

4'X4'X8’=128 Cubic Feet

by Dave Bengaston, Sealer of Weights ¢3 Measures

Enjoying a fire in a
fireplace is one thing people
look forward to in the
wintertime, except when they
feel they were “bumed” by the
wood dealer. Unfortunately,
there are a few vendors out
there who short their
customers when they sell them
firewood.

People should avoid
sellers using illegal terms such
as frames, tiers, ricks, pickup
load, truckload, and face cord.
These terms have no legal
definition. Although there are
a few exceptions, wood for
fuel purposes can only be sold

by cord measure or cubic feet.
A cord is 128 cubic feet. An
example would be a stack of
wood four feet high, by four
feet wide, by eight feet long.

To determine cubic feet,
first make sure the wood is

well stacked and stowed so
that the spaces between the
logs and the spaces between
the stacks are minimized.

Measure the length, width and
height of the stack, then
multiply them together.

Buyers should insist upon

receiving a bill of sale from
the wood dealer. Anyone
selling wood, in quantities of
one-eighth cord or more, must
issue a bill of sale stating the
name and address of the wood
dealer, the quantity of wood
delivered, and the date. This
is critical in cases where the
wood dealer and the customer
disagree on the quantity of
wood delivered.

The type of wood should
also be considered when
buying. If the seller represents
the wood to be a particular
type, (softwood or hardwood)
group, (oak, pine,fir) or variety
(white, oak, madrone) then the

load must conformto the name ~

or the percentage must be
stated.

Toavoid getting “burned”
by the wood dealer, the
customer should be present

when the wood is delivered.
Many disputes can be settled
at the time of the delivery.

If there is a disagreement
on the amount of wood that
cannot be settled by
discussion, customers should
notify the County Sealer of
Weights and Measures.
Weights and Measures
officials will investigate and
actasadisinterested third party
to settle disputes. Corrective
action may be taken if a
Weights and Measure official
determines that a shortage has
occurred. Quantity
determination made after
delivery of the firewood can
also be used in small claims
courtasevidence of ashortage
at the time of measurement.

For further information
contact-the- Weights ‘and
Measures Department at 579
Low Gap Road, Ukiah, orcall
463—4208 between the hours
of 8am — 12noon and 1pm —
Spm.

Christmas Tree Permits Available at Mendo National Forest

Personal use Christmas
tree cutting permits for the
Mendocino National Forest
will go on sale at the four
District Ranger/work stations,
the Chico Genetic Resource
Center, and the headquarters
office in Willows, beginning
Monday, November 18.

The permits can be
purchased for $10 each, one
permit per household. The
number of permits is limited
and will be on a first-come,
first-served basis. They will
be sold until December 20, or
until they run out, whichever
comes first.

Christmas tree cutting will
be allowed only in specific
areas in each district. The
permitee will receive amap of
the Christmas tree cutting area,
the regulations, and a permit.
Trees can be cut and removed
from the forest through
December 22. Trees must be
cutonthe district which issued
the permit.

In addition to regular
office hours Monday through
Friday, 8am to 4:30pm, our
Covelo Ranger Station will
also be open some weekends

for sale of permits to people
who cannot get to the office
during weekdays. Several
District offices will accept
mail in requests. All offices
are closed Thanksgiving Day,
November 28.

To apply for your tree-
cutting permit in our area,
contact the Covelo Ranger
District, at 78150 Covelo
Road, Covelo, CA 95428.
(707)983-2361 Forthose who
work , the Covelo office will
also open from 8 to 3,
Saturdays and Sundays, Dec.
7 & 8; Dec. 14 & 15; and
mail-in requests will be
accepted.

When requesting a permit
by mail include the following:
a printed name and address to
which the permit is to be
mailed; a daytime telephone
number, and acheck or money
order for $10 made out to
“USDA Forest Service.”
Please do not send cash; and
allow one week for processing.

A Christmas tree tag must
be secured tothe cut tree before
it can be transported. Here are
afew important tips to keep in
mind:

* Christmas trees may be cut
only on those National
Forest Lands designated in
the Mendocino National
Forest’s 1996 Christmas
tree cutting maps.

* Cutting trees is prohibited
within 50 feet of the edge
of all roads.

¢ Cutting any tree taller than
10 feet is prohibited.

» Trees can be kept fresh if
when you get them home
you cut approximately two
inches off the base of the
tree, place it in a container
of water and store in the
shade. Aspirin dissolved
in the water will also
prolong freshness.

Christmas tree cutting in
the National Forest is managed
as a recreational experience.
Itisachance totakethe family
out into the woods and cut a
tree the old-fashioned way.
The Forest Service manages
the number and location of
trees to be cut each year so the
Forestcan continue to provide
Christmas trees and other
natural resources for years to
come.

Winter Driving Tips

The day an unexpected storm catches you unprepared driving
in mountain areas is not the day to make plans for safer, more
comfortable driving in winter weather. Time taken now (before
the holidays especially) to check your vehicle and review safety
practices will pay off in the weeks ahead.

The California Department of Transportation offers the
following tips for winterizing your car:

« Before heading for snow country make sure your brakes,
windshield wipers, defroster, heater and exhaust systems are
in top condition.

» Check your antifreeze and be ready for colder temperatures.
You may want to add special solvent to your windshield
washer reservoir to prevent icing.

« Check your tires. Make sure they are properly inflated and
tread is in good condition.

« Always carry chains. Make sure they are the proper size for
your tires and are in working order. You might also want to
take along a flashlight and chain repair links. Chains must
be installed on the drive wheels. Make sure you know if
your vehicle is front or rear wheel drive.

« Other suggested items to carry in your car are an ice scraper,
a broom for brushing snow off your car, a shovel to free
your car if it’s “snowed in: and sand or burlap for traction if
your wheels become mired in snow.

« It is a good idea to take along warm blankets and extra
clothing. A lengthy delay will make you glad you have
them.

« Put an extra car key in your pocket. A number of motorists
have locked themselves out of their car when putting on
chains and during visits to ski areas.

Driving Tips

« Slow down. A highway speed of 55 or 65 miles an hour is
safe in dry weather but an invitation for trouble on snow or
ice. Snow and ice make stopping distances much longer, so
keep your seat belt buckled and leave more distance
between your vehicle and the vehicle ahead. Bridge decks
and shady spots can be icy when other areas are not.
Remember to avoid sudden stops and quick direction
changes.

* Be more observant. Visibility is often limited by weather
conditions. Slow down and watch for other vehicles and for
snow equipment. Snow removal vehicles with flashing
lights can be difficult to see in low visibility.

* When stalled, stay with your vehicle and try to conserve fuel
while maintaining warmth. Be alert for possible exhaust or
monoxide problems.

* Keep your gas tank full. It may be necessary to change
routes or turn back during a bad storm or you may be
caught in traffic delay.

No Matter Where Your
Friends And Family Are,

Send them your love with a
Thanksgiving card from Carlton

CRPATTREED S

~ Willits Pharmacy ~

90 South Main Street * Willits  459-6877
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Do you have archives from the past, present news, and/or imaginings for the future of Round Valley? Tell us in person at The Round Valley
Farmers’ Market, every Friday (where we will also have the latest issues of The Round Valley Reader!) Or email us at: coveloarts@gmail.com
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DECEMBER 2
10 AM-5 PM

ROUND VALLEY AIRPORT/REC CENTER
22830 AIRPORT ROAD, COVELO, CA
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November 24, 2023

Live, Work, Play

Creating a Shared Vision for Post-wildfire
Recovery on the Mendocino National Forest
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Community input sessions:

Monday, Nov. 27
Robinson Rancheria
1545 State Hwy 20, Nice, CA 95464
Stop by between 5-7:30pm

Tuesday, Nov. 28
Library Commons
23925 Howard St., Covelo, CA 95428
Stop by between 5-7:30pm

Interactive sessions will take about 45 minutes.

What does a healthy, vibrant forest mean to you? The Mendocino National
Forest wants to hear about the places and activities you care about most
— like camping, off-road riding, hunting, and fishing, collecting firewood,

or simply taking care of the land. Your feedback will inform a shared vision

for restoration after severe wildfires. Bring the kids for fun activities and to
meet Smokey Bear!!

Visit the website below or scan QR code for more information

bit.ly/postfire—sessions
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS DONE
AT AFFORDAELE RATES

S 707 354 8386
CONTACT: mangosggnoovelo@ gmad. com

Community Events Calendar

Upcoming Events

NOV November 20 @ 8:00 am — November 24 @ 5:00 pm

20 Thanksgiving Break

NOV 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm

28 Community Session for Mendocino National Forest Recovery

NOV 5:15 pm
29 Round Valley Skatepark Project Meeting

NOV 4:00 pm

30 Colts Basketball at Eagle Peak
NOV 3:15 pm - 4:30 pm

30 Senior Power!

Do you have archives from the past, present news, and/or imaginings for the future of Round Valley? Tell us in person at The Round Valley
Farmers' Market, every Friday (where we will also have the latest issues of The Round Valley Reader!) Or email us at: coveloarts@gmail.com



