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On October 19th, the Round Valley community welcomed a Redwood log from Longvale and escorted it to Inspiration Point. Afterward, 
folks celebrated with a salmon dinner served with corn on the cob, potato salad, and garlic bread. The Redwood log will be hand-carved 
into a canoe in Round Valley—it will be the revival of the first canoe in 175 years! The event was sponsored by Native WAY and the 
Eel River Recovery Project. Humboldt Redwoods State Park generously donated the Redwood log. 

Top left: Neesh-kin Redhawk and Edwina Lincoln | Top right:  Inez and Lakota 
Hoaglen | Middle left: Dean Meyer (Log Hauler/driver), Mudcat Hoaglen, Neesh-kin 
Redhawk, James Bloom, Judy Pena and Edwina Lincoln  | Bottom left: Lourance Hall 
and Michelle Merrifield | Bottom right:  Gary Pete, Iran Hoaglen, Mudcat Hoaglen 
Pictures courtesy of Mudcat Hoaglen and Katie Newman (when names were shared people have been identified)  
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On October 26th, the Round Valley Native Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault 
Program, in conjunction with RVIT Tribal TANF and The RVIT Tribal Advocate 
Program, hosted a Domestic Violence Awareness Walk. Above, L to R: Clarence 
Britton, Elizabeth Red Feather, Chuk White Wolf, Buck Meat Britton, Yolanda 
Hoaglen, & Mudcat Hoaglen; seated: Michelle Merrifield & Leslie Smith 
 

Folks cheesed it up  

at the 10/27  Round Valley Farmers’ Market— 
 

Halloween style! 

On October 27th and 28th, the Eel River Recovery Project sponsored 
a stream clean up with Round Valley Elementary on Friday and a 
Community Clean Up on Saturday. Imil Ferrara, Pat Higgins and 
Lourance Hall organized the event funded by DWR and Prop 68 for 
their grant for Town Creek Restoration; M&M Feed was key in 
making the Saturday community clean up happen. The 5th grade 
class made the biggest haul (almost an entire truckload!) in just 30 
minutes upstream of the bridge at Airport Road. The 1st and 2nd 
graders had a great eye for finding really small trash (those young 
eyes!). The middle schoolers went from High School Street all the 
way to the 162 bridge in less than an hour! 
 
Photos courtesy of Lourance Hall  
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Present written by Michelle Peñaloza  
For Seed Savers, past, current, and future: come to the Round Valley 

Library’s Seed Library Gathering on Saturday, November 4th, from 11 AM 

to 2 PM.  Bring seeds to share as well as your stories and dried vegetable 

material—

they’ll have 

screens and 

friends to 

help clean 

them. Native 

WAY youth 

will be 

engaging in 

this 

community 

gathering and 

from 2-4 PM 

will be 

presenting 

their 

experiences 

of the 

program while sharing foods they have prepared for 

public tasting.  Seed Saving Chart (right), shared by 

Katie Newman of Golden Fig Farms. 

 
 
FUTURE written by Jenn Procacci     

Attention reader – the following article is fictional and does represent current or past happenings in Round Valley. 
 

Round Valley Indian Health Center Opens Urgent Care Facility 
September 21st, 2034 
 

In a significant step towards improving healthcare access for the residents of Covelo and Round Valley, the Round Valley Indian Health Center 

(RVIHC) has unveiled its latest addition: an Urgent Care facility. This new healthcare service is poised to make a substantial impact on the local community 

by providing timely care for urgent medical needs that would normally necessitate an hour-long drive to the nearest hospital in Willits. RVIHC's new Urgent 

Care facility stands as a beacon of hope for those in need of immediate medical attention. 

Covelo, a rural community in northeastern Mendocino County, has faced challenges in accessing immediate medical care since its inception. The closest 

emergency room is located 43 miles away in Willits, making it difficult for residents to receive prompt treatment in critical situations. This results in Covelo 

boasting the largest air ambulance membership per capita in Mendocino county - emergency helicopter flights leave the valley on average of 1x per day year 

round, ferrying folks experiencing medical emergencies to the hospital via air travel.  

The opening of an Urgent Care facility by the RVIHC is a much-needed response to this challenge. The primary objective of the facility is to provide 

immediate medical attention to those with non-life-threatening conditions requiring prompt care. From minor injuries to sudden illnesses, Urgent Care staff 

is equipped to handle a wide range of medical situations that would otherwise leave residents who are already feeling under the weather traveling the windy 

route 162 or hopping onboard a helicopter.  

The Urgent Care facility offers extended hours of operation, allowing residents to access care after hours and reducing the need for expensive 

emergency room visits for non-emergent cases. The facility is staffed with experienced healthcare professionals, including doctors and nurse practitioners, 

who are trained to address a wide variety of medical issues. Through a government program with the Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA), 

medical professionals who commit to 4 years of employment at the RVIHC Urgent Care are eligible for student loan forgiveness. The HRSA program brings 

a twofold benefit to the RVIHC Urgent Care by enticing young medical professionals who bring along their knowledge of the newest medical practices and 

treatments, while also retaining them long enough in Covelo to build meaningful relationships with local patients and the community.  

The opening of an Urgent Care facility at the Round Valley Indian Health Center in Covelo is a significant milestone for the community. This 

development is a testament to the Round Valley Indian Health Center's dedication to the well-being of the people it serves, and it stands as a beacon of hope 

for the future of healthcare not only in Covelo, but in all underserved rural communities and reservations.  

🔮 🔮   🔮   🔮   🔮   🔮   🔮 
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